
Moving beyond 20%:

Benefits and possibilities in 

the European Union
Dr. Pendo Maro

Senior Climate and Energy Advisor

Health Care Without Harm Europe 

Health and Environment Alliance

Effectively and ecologically. Implementation of energy 
efficiency projects in healthcare. 

Poznan, Poland

22 September, 2011



Table of contents

ü Introduction

üHealth impacts of climate change

üThe benefits

üExamples 

üKey messages



Introduction



Health Care Without Harm (HCWH)

ü Health Care Without Harm
¸ international coalition  

¸ 484 organisations 

¸ 53 countries

ü Objective: transform the health care sector so it is no longer a source 
of harm to people and the environment

ü Some examples: alternatives to incenaration, elimnation of PVC and 
mercury, ógreenô procurement, climate change,  etc é

ü Website : www.noharm.org

http://www.noharm.org/


Health and Environment Alliance 

(HEAL)

ü Health and Environment Alliance
¸ network of European and international organisations 

¸ over 67 organisations 

¸ 27 countries

ü Objective: Working for better health through a healthy
environment. HEAL raises awareness amongst policy makers and
the public of how environmental protection improves health and
offers opportunities for positive change.

ü Some examples: climate change, chemical exposure, air quality, 
pesticides in public spaces, childrensô environment and health.

ü Website : www.env-health.org

http://www.env-health.org/
http://www.env-health.org/
http://www.env-health.org/


Climate change, 

ñthe biggest threat of the 21st

centuryò 
(The Lancet, 13 May 2009)



Health effects:

ÅTemperature-related illness and death

ÅExtreme weather- related health effects

ÅAir pollution-related health effects

ÅWater and food-borne diseases

ÅVector-borne and rodent- borne diseases

ÅEffects of food and water shortages

ÅEffects of population displacement

Based on Patz et al, 2000

Health impacts of climate change 

Some expected impacts will be beneficial but most 
will be adverse. Expectations are mainly for changes 

in frequency or severity of familiar health risks

"Circulatory and respiratory diseases are a major cause of ill health in Europe. Approximately 230,000 people die prematurely each

year as a result of exposure to air pollution é, with associated costs equivalent of 1.5-4% of EU GDP. Dr. Michael Wilks
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Deaths Attributed to Climate Change:  

150,000 per year
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The benefits 



Moving to 30% EU domestic

emissions reduction target by 2020 => 

- �¼10 to �¼30 billion per year
(0.2% of EU GDP) 

- additional to �¼52 billion anticipated

by EU's current 20% target

Health co-benefits of moving 

beyond 20%: example of the EU

Å140,000 additional years of life

Å 13 million fewer days of restricted activity 

respiratory and cardiac suffers

Å 1.2 million fewer days of respiratory medication use 

by adults and children

Å 142,000 fewer consultations for upper respiratory 

symptoms and asthma each year

Å 3,776 fewer hospital admissions for respiratory and 

cardiac conditions.


